
37 

Coast Guard, DHS § 92.20–20 

§ 92.15–15 Ventilation for crew quar-
ters and, where provided, pas-
senger spaces. 

(a) All living spaces shall be ade-
quately ventilated in a manner suit-
able to the purpose of the space. 

(b) On vessels of 100 gross tons and 
over, except for such spaces as are so 
located that under all ordinary condi-
tions of weather, windows, ports, sky-
lights, etc., and doors to passageways 
can be kept open, all crew spaces shall 
be ventilated by a mechanical system, 
unless it can be shown that a natural 
system will provide adequate ventila-
tion. However, vessels which trade reg-
ularly in the tropics shall, in general, 
be fitted with a mechanical ventilation 
system. 

§ 92.15–90 Vessels contracted for prior 
to November 19, 1952. 

(a) Existing arrangements previously 
approved will be considered satisfac-
tory so long as they are maintained in 
good condition to the satisfaction of 
the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspec-
tion. Minor repairs and alterations 
may be made to the same standards as 
the original design provided that in no 
case will a greater departure from the 
standards of §§ 92.15–5 through 92.15–15 
be permitted than presently exists. 

Subpart 92.20—Accommodations 
for Officers and Crew 

SOURCE: CGD 95–027, 61 FR 26005, May 23, 
1996, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 92.20–1 Application. 
(a) The provisions of this subpart 

apply to all vessels of 100 gross tons 
and over contracted for on or after No-
vember 19, 1952. Vessels of 100 gross 
tons and over contracted for prior to 
November 19, 1952 must meet the re-
quirements of § 92.20–90. 

(b) Vessels of less than 100 gross tons 
must meet the applicable requirements 
of this subpart insofar as is reasonable 
and practicable. 

§ 92.20–5 Intent. 
It is the intent of this subpart that 

the accommodations provided for offi-
cers and crew on all vessels must be se-
curely constructed, properly lighted, 

heated, drained, ventilated, equipped, 
located, arranged, and insulated from 
undue noise, heat, and odors. 

§ 92.20–10 Location of crew spaces. 
(a) Crew quarters must not be located 

farther forward in the vessel than a 
vertical plane located at 5 percent of 
the vessel’s length abaft the forward 
side of the stem at the designed sum-
mer load water line. However, for ves-
sels in other than ocean or coastwise 
service, this distance need not exceed 
8.5 meters (28 feet). For the purposes of 
this paragraph, the vessel’s length 
must be as defined in § 43.15-1 of sub-
chapter E (Load Lines) of this chapter. 
Unless approved by the Commandant, 
no section of the deck head of the crew 
spaces may be below the deepest load 
line. 

(b) There must be no direct commu-
nication, except through solid, close 
fitted doors, or hatches between crew 
spaces and chain lockers, or machinery 
spaces. 

§ 92.20–15 Construction. 
All crew spaces are to be constructed 

and arranged in a manner suitable to 
the purpose for which they are in-
tended and so that they can be kept in 
a clean, workable, and sanitary condi-
tion. 

§ 92.20–20 Sleeping accommodations. 
(a) Where practicable, each licensed 

officer must be provided with a sepa-
rate stateroom. 

(b) Sleeping accommodations for the 
crew must be divided into rooms, no 
one of which shall berth more than 4 
persons. 

(c) Each room must be of such size 
that there is at least 2.78 square meters 
(30 square feet) of deck area and a vol-
ume of at least 5.8 cubic meters (210 
cubic feet) for each person accommo-
dated. The clear head room must be 
not less than 190 centimeters (75 
inches). In measuring sleeping accom-
modations, any furnishings contained 
therein for the use of the occupants are 
not to be deducted from the total vol-
ume or from the deck area. 

(d) Each person shall have a separate 
berth and not more than one berth may 
be placed above another. The berth 
must be composed of materials not 
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